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ICAR-CSSRI, Karnal organized ‘Mahila Kisan Mela’ on 15" October, 2017

ICAR-Central Soil Salinity Research Institute, Karnal organized ‘Mahila Kisan Mela’ on 15"
October, 2017 in Sikandar Kheri village of Kaithal district. About 700 farmers, including
nearly 250 farm women, from Kaithal, Karnal, Jind and Bhiwani districts were present. Free
analysis of about 125 soil and water samples, exhibition :
of improved agricultural technologies, sale of seeds of
salt tolerant wheat (KRI-210 and KRL-213) and mustard
varieties (CS-56 and CS-58) and farmer-scientist
interaction workshop were the main attractions of this
Mela. A quiz competition was also organized for the
women present. Experts in the concerned fields exhorted

the farmers for sustainable natural resource
management, crop diversification with low water
requiring crops, management of rice residues, integrated
pest and disease management and biodiversity
conservation. Chief Guest of the function Dr. Ramesh
Yadav, Chairman, Haryana Kisan Aayog encouraged the
farmers for agro-biodiversity conservation and organic

farming using the home grown inputs. He said that 'Dr Ramesh Kumar Yadav, éhairman
empowerment of farm women is a prerequisite to  Haryana Kisan Ayog addressing the men
achieving the Prime Ministers’ goal of doubling the  andwomen farmers

farm incomes by 2022. Dr. S. K. Chaudhari, ADG (SWM), ICAR who was guest of honour
for this event, said that enthusiastic participation of women in the Mela points to the fact that
they shoulder an equal responsibility in the farm management. He informed about recent
initiatives such as Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana and Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee
Yojana for the sustainable agricultural development. Dr. P. C. Sharma, Director, ICAR-
CSSRI, Karnal said that problems of high soil pH and alkali water are common in this area
and farmers may benefit by adopting technologies such as gypsum package and salt tolerant
varieties developed by the Institute. He requested the farmers for regular testing of soil and
irrigation water for the preparation of Soil Health Cards for balanced fertilizer management.
A total Of 20 progressive farm women and men were also felicitated on this occasion. Dr.

Ranjay K. Singh, Nodal Officer of Mahila Kisan Mela, proposed the vote of thanks.



